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Sin: a History
(G. A. Anderson, New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2009)
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1) B. Janowski, Siihne als Heilsgeschehen: Traditions- und religionsgeschichtliche Studien zur
Siihnetheologie der Priesterschrift, WMANT 55 (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener, 1982).
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<Abstract>

Book Review - Sin: a History
(G. A. Anderson, New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2009)

Dr. Sun-Jong Kim

(Hannam University)

Anderson begins his study by presenting that the metaphor on sin in the
Hebrew Bible has changed since the Second Temple period. While its principal
metaphors in the Classical Biblical Hebrew literature are the burden to be borne
(Lev 16:22) or the stain to be wiped, the main metaphor on sin is represented as
a debt (Isa 40:2) to be payed in the later period, i.e., in the New Testament (Rom
7:14; Col 2:14), the rabbinic literature, and the early Christian literature (St.
Ephrem, Narsai). And this change of sin's concept is confirmed by the
translation of the word 'burden' by 'debt' in the Aramaic Targum (Lev 5:1;
24:15). According to the author, the emergence of this new concept of sin as a
burden derives from the influence of the Aramaic language in the Persian period
(538-533 B.C). On the basis of this hypothesis, Anderson tries to unveil the
relationship between sin as a debt and almsgiving as a crucial means of an
atonement.

The author's interest is so wide as to range from the Old and New Testament,
the Dead Sea Scrolls, the rabbinic literature to the Syriac theologians. However,
he does not lose his sight any moment on the theme 'sin'. By trying to interpret
sin and atonement in these wide perspectives, he makes the reader not to be
isolated in a particular biased position. Anderson does not merely solve the
reader's curiosity on the history of sin; he shows an excellent model how the
exegete can draw the theological inferences out through the linguistic approach.
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